LET'S GET TO KNOW THE
WORLD JOURNAL NEWSPAPER
The World Journal newspaper, published out of
Walsenburg, Colorado, is owned and operated by
Brian and Gretchen Orr. The couple kicked off the
business in 2007, and have grown from a small
local paper to cover an area over 10,000 miles
across three counties and two states. While the
Orrs have had the business since 2007, the
paper itself is much older-- they bought the oldest
paper in the county and inherited 138 years of
history.
Brian and Gretchen are just the couple to take the
paper on-- Brian has been in publishing since
he was in middle school, and Gretchen's family has been in Huerfano County since the 1800s.
Together they raised four children here, all of whom have at one point or another worked at the
paper too. Gretchen's great grandfather, Louis B. Sporleder Sr., was an early settler in the
Walsenburg area. He wrote prolifically about his experiences and time here (pick up a copy of
'Romance of the Spanish Peaks', and produced several stunning woodcuts, one of which was
turned into a poster, reproduced by the Orrs on archival museum-quality paper available for
purchase! Louis B. also opened up the Walsenburg Mercantile in 1906, which eventually evolved
into Sporleder Feeds (still in operation next door), owned by Gretchen's brother Eric. The company
produced pin-up calendars throughout the 1930s, a reproduction of which can be seen and
purchased here. The World Journal calls itself a journal, not a newspaper, because we believe in
community and covering things that interest everyone,
from 4-H club news to bake sales for the FBLA to
community softball tourneys and more, not just hard
news about our local government (though we do have
that too!) Our desire to work with and in our communities
is reflected in our involvement with schools, nonprofits,
sports, and our profiling and highlighting of area
businesses. The paper comes out once a week on
Thursdays, and it only costs $1, so make sure you pick
up a copy today to get the lowdown on area history,
what the city is up to now, who won last night's
homecoming football game, and much, much more.

